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WWhen Laurie Johnston became the supply pastor at
Hillsdale (Kan.) Presbyterian Church in 1997, the perks were
obvious.

First, the part-time assignment serving the 30-member
congregation would leave her ample time to care for her
three children. Second, Hillsdale’s location is just six miles
north of the First Presbyterian Church of Paola, where her
husband Kirk is the pastor, making navigating family respon-
sibilities even easier.

But, in eight short years this small church has grown by
more than 300%, outgrowing the rapid growth of the com-
munity where it resides just 30 minutes south of the Kansas
City metropolitan area. The result: A lot more hours for the
“part-time” pastor, and a need to upgrade and expand their

space.
“When I started here we had a sanctuary space, two edu-

cational rooms, a kitchen, a small fellowship area and rest-
rooms,” says Pastor Johnston. “That was fine at the time.
But as the congregation saw the growth in the community,
they became energized about the possibilities of reaching out
to the community and sharing the Good news of Jesus
Christ. We really focused on the needs of the families coming
into our area, and those families responded.”

As the congregation’s ranks began to swell, it become
obvious that they’d need to do something to their space to
adequately serve their membership, both new and old. 

After considering their options, the congregation settled on
constructing a large multi-purpose building housing a com-
bined fellowship hall/sanctuary space that seats 200, five
large educational rooms, a new office for the pastor and the
church secretary, and a brand new kitchen. 

They also considered a host of options for the $200,000

loan needed for the project, and ended up turning to Church
Development Corporation.

“Kirk had had such a good experience with CDC on loans
for his church that totaled more than $1.5 million,” says
Pastor Johnston. “We found that even with a much smaller
loan, we got the same service and a great rate. The CDC
staff was very supportive, and always available to advise us
throughout the process. That was extremely helpful, because
the congregation had never undertaken something like this
before.”

Construction was completed earlier this summer – just in
time for a very busy Vacation Bible School. The first service
for the now 130-member congregation was held in the new
space on July 15, 2005.

“Dave Hintz and the rest of the CDC staff were as excited
as we were about the first Sunday in our new sanctuary,”
says Pastor Johnston. “We just can’t say enough good things
about our experience with them.”

For more information, contact Pastor Laurie Johnston,
Hillsdale Presbyterian Church, 22875 W. 255th Street,
Hillsdale, Kan., 66030, 913-783-4416, or e-mail revsj@clas-
sicnet.net.
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The new space for the Hillsdale (Kan.) Presbyterian Church
began to take shape quickly, once the trusses were set.

The kitchen is now
equipped to handle
fellowship events for
the growing congre-
gation.

New sanctuary
space has allowed

room for even
greater growth.



CDC a sound financial decision:
Invest in this ministry, while you invest 
in your future
Looking for an investment that pays a solid return, while giving you the service you
expect and deserve? Look no further than Church Development Corporation.

By investing in the ministry of Church Development Corporation, you will be helping
yourself to a brighter financial future, while you help Presbyterian Churches in need of
loans for building and renovation projects. 

Presbyterian Churches and their members can choose from multiple investment options
offered by CDC. 

The Stewardship Account offers the ultimate in liquidity, while also paying a handsome
return. For an even greater return, you can choose a 1-, 3- or 5-year Savings Certificate.
Each of these investment options regularly meets or beats the rates offered by local,
regional, and even national financial institutions with similar products. (See the chart
below for current rates.)

Not certain which investment is right for you? Contact Church Development Corporation,
and share with us your investment objectives. We’ll guide you to the option that’s tailored
just for you.

Currently, more than 500 individual Presbyterians, and almost 125 Presbyterian Churches
are investing with CDC. If you join them, we can grow this ministry even further, and help
more Presbyterian Churches expand and renovate their facilities to better serve the peo-
ple of God.

For more information about how CDC can fit into your investment plans, visit our Web
site at www.churchdevcorp.org, or call us toll free at 800-711-6643, or 913-384-4441.

MONEY-Wise
Q: I have some funds I want to
invest on behalf of my grandchil-
dren for their future college
expenses. I’d also like the invest-
ment to do some good, while it’s
earning interest. Does CDC have a
good option for me?

A: Yes. Church Development
Corporation is the perfect place to
invest for the future of your grand-
children, while helping Presbyterian
Churches at the same time.

If your grandchildren are several
years from college, a five-year
Savings Certificate would be an
ideal choice. The rates are compet-
itive with local, regional and nation-
al financial institutions. If college is
coming up a bit sooner, CDC also
offers one- and three-year Savings
Certificates, each with rates that
compare very favorably to other
options.

Plus, no matter which option you
choose, you’ll know that your
investment is being used by CDC
to help fund low-interest building
and renovation loans to
Presbyterian Churches. So, while
you are helping your grandchildren
with their futures, you’ll also play a
part in the future of Presbyterian
Churches.

For more information, 

call 800-711-6643 or 
913-384-4441. 

Or visit us at www.synodcdc.org
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Synod of Mid-America
Presbyterian Church (USA)
6400 Glenwood, Suite 304
Overland Park, KS  66202

Great rates also available for Presbyterian Churches seeking building and renovation
loans. Call us today for complete information, 1-800-711-6643, or 913-384-4441.

Rate Chart
Investment Rates (as of October 1, 2005)

Savings Certificates* Stewardship Account
1-year 3.75% APY 3.00%
3-year 4.50% APY
5-year 5.00% APY

* new investments only
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